
Proper 23B Revised Common Lectionary

questions
On two different occasions in Jesus' ministry, he his approached 
by someone and asked, "Teacher, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life." On one occasion he's asked the question by a 
lawyer, and he's inspired to tell the story of the Good 
Samaritan. Here, he's asked the question by a rich young man, 
and Jesus is inspired to tell him that the one thing he lacks is to 
sell all he has and give it to the poor (Mark 10:17-31). Salvation 
is free, but it is also costly. It costs us our life, just as it cost 
Jesus his life. 
 
In Hebrews (Hebrews 4:12-16), the early church sermon by an 
unknown author, we are confronted with the disconcerting 
notion that there is nothing that we can hide from God. But, 
then we are simultaneously confronted with the comforting 
truth that because Jesus came to earth as one of us, he knows 
firsthand how hard life is, and therefore we receive mercy and 
grace to meet our every need. 
 
A lot has happened since last week's reading from the first 
chapter of Job (Job 23:1-9, 16-17, Track 1). Job not only lost 
everything, but he came into the company of a few "friends" 
who try and convince him that the reason his life fell apart is 
that he's committed a sin. This isn't true, but Job begins to 
believe it, and in this morning's reading he's trying to build up a 

case for himself to approach God and convince God that what 
happened to him was unjust. FYI, it's never a good idea 
convince God that God is in the wrong... It just never works out 
well. 
 
The prophet Amos was at work about 800 years before Jesus 
began his ministry, during a time of relative peace and 
prosperity, when people had forgotten their faith and devotion 
to God AND the call of God to live justly. Here (Amos 5:6-7, 
10-15, Track 2), we find Amos railing against the people's 
treatment of the poor, and warning them that if they continue 
down this path things will get dicey. Spoiler alert: things don't 
get better and the Kingdom of Israel gets destroyed by the 
Assyrians in a few hundred years after Amos. 
 
Prayer 
O God, you know everything about us: the good, the bad, 
and the ugly. And, you love us anyway. Help us to live more 
and more for you, and let us always be glad for your grace 
and mercy. Amen. 
 
On the way to "soccer practice"... 
If you could ask Jesus a question, what would you ask him? 
What do you think he'd say? 
 
Social Media Flannelgraph 
Using a picture and just a few words, share how we are flawed 
and yet still adored by God.


